
 
 
 
 
 
 

EIT InnoEnergy launches Skills Institute to combat 
significant energy transition skills gap  
 
EIT InnoEnergy will strategically partner with NIIT for rapid scaling Skills Institute learning services that 
remove skills barriers for industries accelerating sustainability efforts  
 
3 May, 2023: Today, EIT InnoEnergy, the innovation engine for sustainable energy supported by the 
European Institute of Innovation & Technology, a body of the European Union (EU), announces the 
launch of the InnoEnergy Skills Institute. The initiative, that will provide significant levels of training 
and development for industries evolving in line with the energy transition, has enlisted NIIT, a leading 
global talent development corporation, to scale the offering with the aim to reach more than 800,000 
workers by 2025. 
 
The InnoEnergy Skills Institute is an evolution of EIT InnoEnergy’s highly successful European Battery 
Alliance (EBA) Academy, expanding to also include green hydrogen and solar photovoltaics (PV) value 
chains. Its agile, modular approach to training will deliver the latest trends and training with 
adaptable, customisable courses and programmes that meet specific needs, regardless of location, 
size, or technology. Greater numbers benefitting from industry-leading training is a vital step in 
equipping the global workforce with the knowledge and expertise needed to decarbonise the energy 
economy.  
 
NIIT has been chosen as a strategic learning services partner of the InnoEnergy Skills Institute, 
providing services including onboarding, learning journey creation, training of teaching staff, and 
ensuring local training nuances are catered for. The main goal of the partnership is to leverage NIIT’s 
presence and capabilities as a global talent development leader to rapidly scale and create the highly 
skilled and certified human capital essential for rapid transition to green energy.  
 
The InnoEnergy Skills Institute will benefit from NIIT’s global reach and infrastructure, ensuring it can 
deploy services at pace and scale, accelerating training across Europe, North America, and Asia.  NIIT 
and EIT InnoEnergy will work together on thought leadership initiatives as part of the strategic 
relationship.  The transition to net zero will require retraining up to 18 million workers around the 
world. For example, between 2015 and 2030, the amount of solar PV jobs is expected to quadruple. 
With 2023 marking the EU’s Year of Skills, the launch coincides with wider governmental initiatives to 
address the growing concerns about future-proofing the workforce.  
 
Oana Penu, Director of the InnoEnergy Skills Institute said: “Industries central to the energy transition 
will see a dramatic uplift in the need for new skills and expertise to drive progress. In fact, in the 
battery workforce alone, more than 700 new job types will come into play as required skillsets highly 
diversify. So, it is not a surprise that 71% of CEOs  already cite skills shortages as their most significant 

https://www.innoenergy.com/
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https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/our-insights/how-the-european-union-could-achieve-net-zero-emissions-at-net-zero-cost
https://www.mckinsey.com/capabilities/sustainability/our-insights/how-the-european-union-could-achieve-net-zero-emissions-at-net-zero-cost
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business challenge. We're dedicated to supporting green innovations of the future and ensuring there 
is a trained workforce to achieve climate goals. Our strategic partnership with NIIT will leverage its 
leadership in global talent development to help make this a reality.”  
 
EIT InnoEnergy’s leading role in key industrial alliances spanning energy, storage, green hydrogen, and 
PV mean it is perfectly placed to expedite the upskilling of workers across the energy industry. 
Through the InnoEnergy Skills Institute, businesses, universities, and training providers can benefit 
from courses supported by a range of sector experts, alliances, and partnerships. 
 
Sailesh Lalla, Chief Business Officer at NIIT said: “  
We are delighted to support EIT InnoEnergy with its latest advancement in the training and 
development domain. Decarbonisation is the next industrial revolution leading to an unprecedented 
demand for skilled clean tech professionals. We are launching a pivotal initiative in Green Energy Skills 
with this partnership. With EIT InnoEnergy’s domain expertise and industry knowledge and NIIT’s 
education services industry leadership, our goal is to ensure that the InnoEnergy Skills Institute is 
recognised as a leading destination and thought leader for decarbonisation and green skills across 
Europe, North America, and Asia. With the combined strengths of both companies, we aspire to 
create a world-leading solution to the burning need for upskilling and reskilling across industries to 
create a flexible workforce that is adaptable to changing requirements.” 
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About EIT InnoEnergy 
 
EIT InnoEnergy operates at the centre of the energy transition and is the leading innovation engine in 
sustainable energy, bringing the technology and skills required to accelerate the green deal, progress 
towards Europe’s decarbonisation goal, and improve energy security. 
 
Ranked as Europe’s top impact investor in cleantech in 2022, named in 2023 as a top 10 active 
deeptech investor by Sifted, and recognised globally as the most active sustainable energy investor, 
EIT InnoEnergy backs innovations across a range of areas. These include energy storage, transport and 
mobility, renewables and sustainable buildings and cities – leveraging its trusted ecosystem of 1200+ 
partners and 29 shareholders. 
 
The 180+ portfolio companies are on track to generate €72.8 billion in revenue and save 1.1G tons of 
CO2e annually by 2030. Collectively, these companies have raised €8 billion in investment to date.  
 
EIT InnoEnergy is the driving force behind three strategic European initiatives which include the 
European Battery Alliance (EBA), the European Green Hydrogen Acceleration Centre (EGHAC) and the 
European Solar Photovoltaic Industry Alliance .  
 

https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finnoenergy.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crenata.hofmeister%40innoenergy.com%7Cb3aad4b4d6a545365a1e08d90a502437%7C435e0b8676ae4629aa04b81daf18c473%7C0%7C0%7C637552161582046140%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=H8UEpIpUb0PPF6h5wPGOvY7jAKN1amkwIZqHVnOlEUs%3D&reserved=0
https://sifted.eu/articles/europes-most-active-deeptech-investors/
https://sifted.eu/articles/europes-most-active-deeptech-investors/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmail.innoenergy.com%2Fe2t%2Ftc%2FVV_JYG2v85sDW3xTbyY4X5tzTW35KrPN4pvW75N70Sktw3lGnpV1-WJV7CgQcKW8x9VC-2jHyfSW8_lMdR5Mrf6CW1RxMVM8SZTPhW92B7dW6M-fxkW3mytqk91_9-7W6JRTXb5FFk1CW6Nj_XK7yNwXZW9gSbS91rmgtJW4FKyqL5MxYgCN6xJZ5H9YFBmN5GP0RkLshd9W2NKx-n2zCLGfV6dmpL1VY1y9W89kvWq3XmGc5N7X-B3TGWwDfN7x2jfN72d9BW2BB8k548LSY7V3pLmQ2yFK3mW70tzCX6zCYTRN3YtW8lvgpvzN7PqLVdGzyf_W1KM4tS3s3LQDW5gg-5864FWm5W5s9t601SGRG0W1srDcz3cdq_cVBYfXK8cJtkD3q041&data=04%7C01%7Crenata.hofmeister%40innoenergy.com%7Cb3aad4b4d6a545365a1e08d90a502437%7C435e0b8676ae4629aa04b81daf18c473%7C0%7C0%7C637552161582056131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hd4wVEbNv4PRm4M33o7ZKACK8w14WZFvQPP%2FfqXYGGQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eba250.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crenata.hofmeister%40innoenergy.com%7Cb3aad4b4d6a545365a1e08d90a502437%7C435e0b8676ae4629aa04b81daf18c473%7C0%7C0%7C637552161582076115%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7vmEYA%2FqZ4rPnQWTBVdVOIxScEGKHOS8iVv029y97q0%3D&reserved=0
https://eghac.com/
https://eur04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.innoenergy.com%2Fnews-events%2Feit-innoenergy-and-solarpower-europe-launch-the-european-solar-initiative%2F&data=04%7C01%7Crenata.hofmeister%40innoenergy.com%7Cb3aad4b4d6a545365a1e08d90a502437%7C435e0b8676ae4629aa04b81daf18c473%7C0%7C0%7C637552161582086111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vhR30LxZ6HZE4CIWejLO3Ok0qwiHpbgAB2N9zmky9VY%3D&reserved=0


 
 
 
 
 
 
EIT InnoEnergy was established in 2010 and is supported by the European Institute of Innovation and 
Technology (EIT), an independent EU body set up in 2008 to drive innovation and entrepreneurship 
across Europe. Since its inception, EIT InnoEnergy has screened more than 7,000 start-ups, launched 
more than 300 products to market and overseen its portfolio companies filing 290+ patents. Today, 
EIT InnoEnergy has a 200+ strong team with offices across Europe and in Boston, US. 
www.innoenergy.com   
 
About NIIT 
NIIT Limited is a leading global talent development corporation that builds skilled human capital and 
enables workforce talent worldwide.  At NIIT’s Corporate Learning Group, we’re transforming the way 
the world learns, for the better. That’s why the world’s best-run learning functions across 30 
countries trust us with their learning and talent. Since 1981, we have helped leading companies 
transform their learning ecosystems while increasing the business value of learning. Our 
comprehensive, high-impact managed learning solutions weave together the best of learning theory, 
technology, operations, and services to enable a thriving workforce. 
 
To learn more, visit us at www.niit.com or write to us at businessimpact@niit.com. Follow us on 
twitter @NIITMTS. 
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